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IMMUNE COLUMBIA - NOVA CONSTELLATIO/VM> 
(die ^am plicati' o ns ) ^ V 


GENUINE 


Normal spacebetwn 
top of head^C 

Arm holding scale 
slopes slightly 
downward to right 

Finger points to___ 
ce nter of lef t ^bas^' 


EDWARDS COPY 

Top of head y c 
are extremely close 

Arm holding scale 
is horizontal. 

.jv Finger points 
^ slightly left 

of left base of M. 




Base of 85 much . 
higher than base (py 
17 

No die break A under 
scale to border<Setween>P 

Tu^yJUj ^c^aJU 


Base of 85 level 
it with base of 17 


Stack A 8/24/76 Sale^— '- 
Lot No. 11 (^withdrawn ) 

Same j^iaracteristics as 
genuine except that it 
has an apparent die 
break under scale to 
border between B and I 
^_£aused by makingj^tranir 
-^■fer dle^^roriran^electro 
of or from genuine 
1. copper piece which had 
a planchet split or 
lift in that identical 
area. Crosby Plate VII 
# 31 is a photo of the 
coin with the planchet 
lift or an electro of 

s 

Transfer die used to 
strike pieces in other 
metals also. 


Top of E in 
CONSTELLATIO 
in same arc as 
tops of adjagent 
letters. 

.4tar point s at 
OictcAr bottom -point of V 

and that star point 
is not directed 
radially. 


Top of E in 
CONSTELLATIO 
in—same ape 
tops of adjacent 
letters. 

ft 4 ^ 1 ; 

S tar- p oints between 
VA and that : 
point is directed 


Edwards die or a 
transfer die made f rom 
a struck Edwards 1 *>iece 7) 
^Jjtr -- 


Ray points to right 
edge of O in NOVA 


Ray points between OV 
of NOVA 




These pieces come in 
copper and silver 


4^ 


These pieces come 
struck over English 
6d, 1 guinea and 
perhaps? more'.. 


^ NOVA faco ha 3 no punctuation -, p/aricaf ties with punctuation not 
involved in this analysis # / 
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_ Dr.... PRANK SMITH EDWARDS (N.Y.)_ 

—(-1-)—iy9&—&-Oent—eeun^pfeii *—Bies-^na&e —in—N—Y— 

Deducting three destroyed, 12 AE+ 1 uniface trial (Stack ex W.G 
Earliest record: Hoffman No.944 (Apr.1866) 

Morton Stack 

(2) Imm. Col.- AR. Fig*d Crosby. 

E. Cogan 9/24/74 No. 816 (at 16 to JWH) see note there 

Now Appleton MHS 

unique 


3 }c± c^JL^ a/ us^~c 







Tony Carlotto 

P O Box 594 i 

Sheffield, MA 01267-0594 •=£ {j- 


1786 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CENSUS 


ANS SPECIMEN -nice coin with I IS a little weak. Plated in Breen p. 119, and ANS Confederation Period p.96. Some 
light denticle-like markings on reverse between O and N of NOVA that appear like a rub and not an impression. Finest 
known. US very strong. 

GARRETT #1 - ] 15.3 Grains listed as fine, could be VF Garrett 1, 11/79 lot 617 4/ $6500. No clip apparent. US 
visible. 

GARRETT #2 - 1 14 7 Grains listed as Good-4, fine us wear, lot 61X a $1100. Clip above C in CONSTELLATIO and 
maybe denticle-tike mark above left of O in same. Half of U shows and is almost full but faint. 

T. C ARLOTTO - 117.2 Grains from Rinaldo-Ringo. Clip between O of CONSTELLATIO and N of NOVA. Denticle¬ 
like marks just right of A in JUSTITIA. Date very weak and US weak. Some areas VF-XF. A bit of a cutter's lip 
above TITI of JUSTITIA. At least ten instances of denticle-like marks on obverse. PCGS as 1785. US visible but not 
sharp. Not previously plated. 

BOWERS & RUDDY. 12/75 . lot 23EVF, planchet voids K-5 obverse. Brassy areas appearing on both sides indicate 
smelting problem. Cataloger claims to have seen two others with this problem. Overall an upper level coin. US visible. 

ERIC NEWMAN -straight dips K-24 and K-8-10 that are longer than usual. JUSTITIA full and sharpest, LEBERTAS 
full. CON and final O of COSTELLATIO weak. NOV show’s with A weak. US not visible, date full with 86 stronger, 
decent surface, half of wreath stronger than rest which shows, four groups of rays and six stars show’. FINE+ detail. 
Bottom of U very faint, and S is slightly visible. 

PICKER - 130.3 Grains, Stack's 10/84, lot 128 4/ 907. Listed as Good, VF details. Dark with some damage. Half of 
US faint. Legends mostly complete and eye shows. 

ROBISON . Stack's 2/82, lot97 'a 1250. Listed as VG, probably F-VF. Earlier appeared in Merkin 10/72, lot 500 ,4/ 
$3100. Small dip after NOVA. Weak struck obverse between legends, reverse weak vertically down through date 
which is ver\’ weak. IJS not visible. 

OECHSNER- Stack s 9/88, lot 1002. 94.4 grains, listed as fair, fine details with ITIA, date, LIB, wreath above date, 
few stars below NOVA prominent. IJS not visible. 

R. WIDOK -obverse mostly weak with NO and LLATIO showing. Reverse has very strong date, LEBERTAS ET and 
IA strong. Small dip to right of NOVA. Horizontally weak on center of reverse. US not visible. Not previously plated. 

A. PIETRI/CROSBY PLATE COI N-Appleton. Stack's 3/73 Massashusetts Historical Society lot 82, Roper lot 208, 
Don Mituzas. to Angel Pietn. Plated in Stack's 3/73 and 12/83. $4200 m 73 and $770 in 83. Also m Stack's 5/89 (d> 
$935. 98.8 Grains Denticle-tike mark below SO of SOI A. Clip above CO obverse. Apparent cutter's lip at K-5 of 
reverse. US very faint. 

NEWPORT BEACH SALE , by Dana Linnett, 6/88. Fine or better areas shown, but overall Good. Several obverse 
digs vertical from L of CONSTELLATIO down to center. 11 of US very- faint. 

BOWERS FUN sale, 1994, lot 1556.Later in Rosa Americana list. - 109.6 grains, good plus 4/2599. NOVA 
CONSTE ET are bold, dig at 17m date yvhioh is sharp, small dip left of NOVA on the obverse. Double or triple 
struck, extra B in LIBERTAS. US not visible. Not known to be previously plated. 

C. YOUNG - 104.5 Grains, date and legends on both sides complete and moderately visible. Small dip above CO on 
obverse. US very’ faint. Cherried, not previously plated. 

LAUDER-poor, tops of ATIO and yveak date only dettiil visible. Win. Doyle Galleries sale ol 12/83, later in Mann- 
Smedley, Bowers, 9/88. No apparent clip. US not visible. 

Which or w here is Bushnell coin? 
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NOVA CONSTELLATIO 

DIE LISTING 

♦ 1783 Crosby 1-A, pointed rays, large US-one in date and L in LIBERTAS are close 
Die clash type gear marks and five-pointed stars separate legends. 

♦ 1783 Crosby 2-B, pointed rays, small US-this obverse is also muled with IMMUNE 
COLUMBIA obverse to make one of that group Also five pointed star 

♦ 1783 Crosby 3-C, blunt rays, small US-both blunt ray coins are exact obverse dies 
and have only one L in CONSTELATIO. This variety has a small U S inside the 
wreath. Norweb #2633 at 3960 in MS-60 proof-like, rare so. Four-pointed/petalled 
ornament separates legend. 

4 1785 Crosby 1-B, blunt rays, script US, all 1785’s have a script US inside of the 
wreath. This blunt ray obverse is the same as obv. 3 of 1783. Usually with breaks 
above date. 

♦ 1785 Crosby 2-A, pointed rays, script US-pointed ray points directly at outer curve 
of right side of first O in Constellatio Centers on both sides usually weak. 

4 1785 Crosby 3-B, pointed rays-pointed ray goes to center of first O in 

CONSTELLATIO and ends very close to it Breaks above date, some early, no break 

4 1785 Crosby 4-C, pointed rays, leaf points to right side of foot of first T in 

JUSTITIA. L in LIBERTAS has rounded bottom 

4 1785 Crosby 4-D, pointed rays, leaf points to left side of foot of first T in 

JUSTITIA. Ray below A in NOVA has two spikes pointing to lower right. 

4 1785 Crosby 5-E, pointed rays-pointed ray points between space between C & O of 

CONSTELLATIO Commonly used as an under-type for Vermonts and Connecticuts. 
Diagnostic dash-like mark touches star between A of NOVA and C of 
CONSTELLATIO 

4 1786 Crosby 1-A, R-6+, contemporary counterfeit, appr. 15 known. Figure 1 in 

date has old style J-like appearance. 

********* Not pictured: ********* 

♦ 1785 muling, IMMUNE COLUMBIA, COPPER, pointed rays, extra star (five pointed) in 
legend, with 1783 obverse-2. Garrett XF at $15,000. Roper at $5280 in XF. Norweb AU-UNC at 
13.750. Appr. 12 known. A gold specimen overstruck on a guinea exists that was traded to the mint 
cabinet for an 1804 silver dollar by Matthew Stickney in 1843. 

9 1785 muling, IMMUNE COLUMBIA, SILVER & COPPER, pointed rays, without extra star in 

legend, married w ith 1785 obverse 3. Roper lot #210 Silver at $4400 in VF. Light weig.it at 86.4 
grains. Appr. 10 silver specimens with reeded edge and two with plain edge-Roper plus,one other. 
Some are known holed. Appr. Six copper specimens known. Garrett #1332 XF for $18,500. 

♦ 1785 muling, IMMUNE COLUMBIA, COPPER, blunt rays, married with 1783 obterse-3, 
w hich is the same as 1785 obverse-1. Only two specimens known. Norweb (Parmelee. Brand. Mehl) 
coin VF at $22,000 while Roper's (Maris-Garrett) went at $11,000 in VG-F. Norweb 109.3 grains 
and 27.3mm. with Roper at 109.1 grains. 

♦ 1785 muling, new combination, both dies previously unknow n 

♦ 1785 Contemporary counterfeit w hich is unique and ow ned by Eric Newman. He attributes it to 
one of the Bungtown mints. 
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Owners of sliver Nova Constellatio Coins 


Mark 

Charles Thompson 
Samuel E. Thompson 
Rathmell Wilson 
Mickley sale -1867 
Wm. Appleton 
John W. Haseltine 
Henry S # Adams 
S. S. Crosby 
Lorin G. Parmelee 
S.H. & H. Chapman 


Quint (legend) 
Charles Thompson 
Samuel E. Thompson 
Rathmell Wilson 
Mickley sale -1867 
Wm. Appleton 
John W, Haseltine 


Cent 


Auction in 
Scotland 1881+ 

Collector in 
•England 

American dealer 

1885 

Woodward’s 73rd 
sale-1885 


S.H. & H. Chapman 


Henry S. Adams 

S. S, Crosby S.S. Crosby 

Lorin G. Parmelee 
S.H, & H. Chapman 


Quint (No legend) 


Johns Hopkins 


Johns Hopkins Johns Hopkins Johns Hopkins 


Eric: 

Is this worth pursuing? gaps to be filled, no smooth 
transition to Mickley and from Appleton. Help or suggestions w-^uld 
be appreciated. 


Footnote on page lU* 

* The undermentioned copper coins, weigh as follows* 



A *D, 

Ora. 

Produit des mines de France 

1727 

- 182 

Liard de France 

1698 

- 5U 

Vir ginia halfpenny 

1773 

- 120 

u.s. 

1783 

- lhS 

l/h 3tuber 

176U 

- 38 

♦ Spanish milled piece 

1771a 

- 17U 

English halfpenny, worn smooth 


- 156 

* Ditto, new and bright, never circulated 

1729 

- 116 

& Eight Birmingham coppers, average 


- 116 


♦ Quere, whether this piece is of the compos¬ 
ition called billon? 


t this is from a barrel of halfpence Imported by the late 
Hr* Bennet of Wye, from England, above ItO years ago* and 
I am favoured with it by his executor* 

fl The fairest sort of birraingh&m coppers that are now in 
circulation* - the coined impressions are good and plain* 
Two of them shew partial marks of sand* - therefore, I 
presume, they are first cast into blanks of the proper 
sise, and then coined* which saves expense of rolling 
the cooper into plates, cutting them, 4c* 


